Intracapsular pressures in undisplaced fractures of the femoral neck.
We studied intracapsular pressure in 50 patients with Garden Grade I and II subcapital fractures. Before operation pressures varied from zero to 320 mmHg, 16 patients having an intracapsular pressure of over 80 mmHg. The pressure was increased considerably by medial rotation and decreased by lateral rotation and especially by semi-flexion. From zero to 36 ml of blood was aspirated; the amount did not correlate with the intracapsular pressure. Of 25 patients who were also examined by scintimetry, 13 had reduced uptake at the femoral head before aspiration, and nine of these showed a marked increase in uptake after aspiration. Intracapsular tamponade of the hip may be one reason for the occasional occurrence of segmental collapse of the femoral head after subcapital fracture with minor displacement.